Your Excellencies, Distinguished Representatives of the Human Rights Working Group, AICHR, Foreign Ministry, Academia, Civil Society, Human Rights Institutions and Media, Dear ASEAN Friends,

Thank you so much for inviting me to give welcome remarks to such an important discussion, to such a distinguished audience. I am truly honoured and humbled, as the tasks ahead of you represent a unique opportunity as well as great challenges, to help and inspire the founding mothers and fathers of an ASEAN Human Rights Declaration. I believed the outcome may turn out to be decisive for the future stability and prosperity of this region, for the people living here. The people of a region which I personally have grown very fond of after having spent many years here.
AICHR is tasked to draft a common ASEAN Human Rights Declaration, as stated in the Terms of Reference: “Develop an ASEAN Human Rights Declaration with a view to establishing a framework for human rights cooperation through various ASEAN Conventions and other instruments dealing with human rights”. Almost all constitutions of the ASEAN member countries guarantee individual rights and fundamental freedom policies. Since 1975 there have been numerous statements, declarations, speeches in ASEAN official meetings in which the universal value and principles of human rights are recognized. This is an excellent starting point! 
I strongly believe that a common ASEAN Human Rights Declaration should go beyond individual constitutions and add value for states in their efforts to improve their ability to secure human rights for their citizens. States who successfully can secure human rights are also more likely to succeed in creating stability and prosperity for its people. In this regard Indonesia is a good example, the human rights situation has improved significantly since 1998. Simultaneously Indonesia has enjoyed high economic growth and political stability. Allow me as such to use this occasion to congratulate Indonesia with this positive development, and at the same time welcome and underline the fact that you promote democratic values also outside your own country. 

Last week I was at the Bali Democracy Forum for the fourth time. The first time President Yudhoyono launched the Bali Democracy Forum in 2008 was the same day as the 50th anniversary of the UN Declaration of Human Rights. That was in itself a strong statement to the rest of the world and region. BDF is the only forum in the region established to discuss issues of democracy, where cooperation and exchanges of democracy experiences and of good governance are encouraged. The Arab Spring underlines the need and value of such a Forum, promoting democracy debate and democracy building. The found the speech by the representative of Myanmar among the most interesting and promising during BDF, so different from the one he gave last year. 
For more than 60 years we have had international human rights declarations and conventions to guide us in the relationship between states and their citizens. As many as 162 countries have endorsed the UN Convention on Civilian and Political Rights and the Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. This alone should be convincing against the argument we sometimes hear, that human rights are western values, only suitable for western states. Norway does not share this view. On the contrary, we think that human rights are universal values which almost all countries in the world in principle have acknowledged, accepted and agreed too. However, reality is often far from theory, human rights violations usually takes place far from the meeting rooms in which they are discussed and endorsed. 
Thus, we still face a lot of dilemmas and challenges when the human rights principles are to be set out in practice, when choosing one strategic policy instead of the other. This is something all states have in common. For instance, states have an obligation to protect our citizens from acts of terror, but at the same time protect citizen’s individual freedoms. How do we manage that balance? I believe that in human rights issues it is important to dare to stick to principles, but also that we are flexible enough to make human rights relevant in relating to new political issues and developments.  
Democracy, human rights and gender equality are key, cross-cutting themes in Norway’s foreign and development policy. In Norwegian foreign policy human rights is about respect for and follow up of the international treaties to which we are parties and have obligations. Human rights are also an essential part of the core values on which we have built our society, and our foreign policy should also contribute to secure the integrity of the individual. Last, but not least, promoting human rights worldwide is in our foreign policy interest.  Only states obliged to respect rule of law can create the long term stability Norwegian foreign policy efforts are aimed at. There is a clear link between respecting individuals and promote a peaceful and just world order. 
Norway and Indonesia have had a human rights Dialogue for the last 10 years. I was participating at the 10th dialogue meeting in June in Oslo. We will continue to meet bilaterally in expert working groups and at the political level to discuss issues of common concern, as well as to have concert project cooperation. The dialogue is already beyond proving its sustainability and serves as a good example of a mature political relationship, which I will name partnership, between our two countries. I can only speak on behalf of Norway, but my impression is that both countries benefit from the human rights dialogue. It will only be as interesting and as relevant as we, the dialogue partners make it. What we put into it, how open our discussions are, because sometimes even relationships between good friends and allies can be challenging. 
In concluding I would like to echo the words of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in her address to the AICHR “the aspirations and expectations outside this room are high – in civil society, the media, among ASEAN’s international partners and, most importantly, among ordinary people”. Ultimately this is what human rights are about: the ability to secure the wellbeing of you and me, our family, friends and neighbours, of all people. I wish you all the best for your deliberations and future work. I thank you for your kind attention.

